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Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
Sunday of Thomas 

 
COMING UP… 

 

 General 
Assembly: Sun. 
April 27th 
following Divine 
Lit. 

 

 [ŀŘƛŜǎ 
tƘƛƭƻǇǘƻŎƘƻǎ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΥ Mon. 
April 28th 
10:30AM 
GENERAL 
MEETING 

 

 {ǘΦ LǊŜƴŜΥ Mon. 
May 5th 

 

 /ƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ CǊƛŜƴŘǎΥ 
Thurs. May 8th 
6PM MOVIE 
NIGHT “Return 
to Me” 

 

 {ǘΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊΥ  
Fri. May 9th 

 

 [ŀŘƛŜǎ 
tƘƛƭƻǇǘƻŎƘƻǎ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΥ Mon. 
May 12th 
10:30AM BOARD 
MEETING 

 

 IŜƭƭŜƴƛŎ-
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅΥ Tues. 
May 13th 7PM 
LAST MEETING 
(members only) 
Perkins Rest in 
C.C. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION REMINDERï Please follow Ushers Instructions 

We welcome those visiting with us today and ask that only Baptized/Chrismated 

Orthodox Christians who are properly prepared through prayer, fasting and Holy 

Confession to come forward to receive Holy Communion. Women are kindly asked to 

remove their lipstick prior to receiving Holy Communion. Non-Orthodox visitors are 

welcome to receive the blessed bread from the Priest at the end of the Divine Liturgy 

and to join us for fellowship in our hall. We ask that everyone please dress 

appropriately for church. Visitors: we ask that you fill out a yellow welcome card & 

give it to an usher.  

  

 ɉɟɘůŰɞɠ ȷɜŮůŰɖ (Christ is Risen!) 



EPISTLE READING 

Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20  
IN THOSE DAYS, many signs and wonders were done 
among the people by the hands of the apostles. And 
they were all together in Solomon's Portico. None of 
the rest dared join them, but the people held them 
in high honor. And more than ever believers were 
added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and 
women, so that they even carried out the sick into 
the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that 
as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on 
some of them. The people also gathered from the 
towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those 
afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all 
healed. But the high priest rose up and all who were 
with him, that is, the party of the Sadducees, and 
filled with jealousy they arrested the apostles and 
put them in the common prison. But at night an 
angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and 
brought them out and said, "Go and stand in the 
temple and speak to the people all the words of this 
Life."  
 

GOSPEL READING 

The Gospel of John 20:19-31  
On the evening of that day, the first day of the 
week, the doors being shut where the disciples were 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said to them: "Peace be with you." When 
He had said this, He showed them His hands and His 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw 
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you." 
And when He had said this, He breathed on them, 
and said to them: "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained."  
Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, 
was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him: "We have seen the Lord." But he 
said to them: "Unless I see in His hands the print of 
the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the 
nails, and place my hand in His side, I will not 
believe." 
Eight days later, His disciples were again in the 
house, and Thomas was with them. The doors were 
shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and 
said: "Peace be with you." Then He said to Thomas, 
"Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put 
out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be 
faithless, but believing." Thomas answered Him, "My 
Lord and my God!" Jesus said to Him: "Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet believe." 
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you 
may have life in His name. 

Entrance Hymn   

In the congregations bless God, the Lordf rom the springs 
of Israel. Save us, O Son of God, who arose from the dead. 
˄ ˁˁ˂ʹˋʾʰʽˌ ʶ ˂ˇʴʶ ˍʶ ˍ ˄ ɸʶˈ˄Σ ɼˏˊʽˇ˄ ˁ ˉʹʴ ˄ 
ˋˊʰʺ˂Φ ʅ ˋˇ˄ ˃ ˌ ʇ  ɸʶˇ Σ  ˄ʰˋˍ ˌ ˁ ˄ʶˁˊ ˄Φ 

 

Resurrectional Apolytikion 

Christ is risen from the dead, by death trampling down up-
on death, and to those in the tombs He has granted life. 
ʋˊʽˋˍ ˌ ˄ʷˋˍʹ ˁ ˄ʶˁˊ ˄Σ ʻʰ˄ʱˍ  ʻʱ˄ʰˍˇ˄ ˉʰˍʺˋʰˌΣ ˁʰ  
ˍˇ ˌ ˄ ˍˇ ˌ ˃˄ʺ˃ʰˋʽΣ ʸ˖ ˄ ˔ʰˊʽˋʱ˃ʶ˄ˇˌΦ 
 

Festal Apolytikion  
O Life, You rose from the sepulcher, even though the tomb 
was secured with a seal, O Christ God. And though the 
doors had been bolted, You came to Your disciples, O 
Resurrection of all. Through them You renew a right spirit 
in us, according to Your great mercy. 
ˋ˒ˊʰʴʽˋµʷ˄ˇˎ ˍˇ  µ˄µ̋ʰˍˇˌΣ  ɵ˖  ˁ ˍʱ˒ˇˎ ˄ʷˍʶʽ˂ʰˌ 

ʋˊʽˋˍ   ɸʶˈˌΣ ˁʰ  ˍ ˄ ʻˎˊ ˄ ˁʶˁ˂ʶʽˋµʷ˄˖˄Σ ˍˇ ˌ 
ɾʰʻʹˍʰ ˌ ˉʷˋˍʹˌΣ  ˉʱ˄ˍ˖˄ ˄ʱˋˍʰˋʽˌ· ʃ˄µʁʰ ʶ ʻ ˌ ʵʽϥ 
ʰ ˍ ˄ ʴˁʰʽ˄ʾʸ˖˄ µ ˄Σ ˁʰˍ  ˍ  µʷʴʰ ˋˇˎ ˂ʶˇˌΦ 
 

Kontakion 

Though You went down into the tomb, O Immortal One, yet 
You brought down the dominion of Hades; and You rose as 
the victor, O Christ our God; and You called out "Rejoice" to 
the Myrrh-bearing women, and gave peace to Your Apos-
tles, O Lord who to the fallen grant resurrection. 
ɳ  ˁʰ  ˄ ˍʱ˒  ˁʰˍ ˂ʻʶˌ ʻʱ˄ʰˍʶΣ ˂˂  ˍˇ  ʵˇˎ ˁʰʻʶ ˂ʶˌ 
ˍ ˄ ʵˏ˄ʰ˃ʽ˄· ˁʰ  ˄ʷˋˍʹˌ ˌ ˄ʽˁʹˍʺˌΣ ʋˊʽˋˍ   ɸʶˈˌΣ ʴˎ˄ʰʽ˅ 
ɾˎˊˇ˒ˈˊˇʽˌ ˒ʻʶʴ˅ʱ˃ʶ˄ˇˌΣ ʋʰʾˊʶˍʶΣ ˁʰ  ˍˇ ˌ ˋˇ ˌ 
ˉˇˋˍˈ˂ˇʽˌ ʶ ˊʺ˄ʹ˄ ʵ˖ˊˇˏ˃ʶ˄ˇˌΣ  ˍˇ ˌ ˉʶˋˇ ˋʽ ˉʰˊʷ˔˖˄ 

˄ʱˋˍʰˋʽ˄Φ 
 

Hymn to the Theotokos    

You, the brightly shining lantern and the Mother of our 
God, the conspicuous glory, you are superior to all creation. 
We hymn you and magnify.(ʅ  ˍ ˄ ˒ʰʶʽ˄ ˄ ˂ʰ˃ˉʱʵʰύ   
                                                              

Communion Hymn  

He Came Into Jerusalem/ ɳˉʰʾ˄ʶʽ ɹʶˊˇˎˋʰ˂ʺ˃  



The Resurrection: Past, Present, and Future 

An empty tomb, abandoned linen burial wrappings, 

and the reversal of all that was expected and 

anticipated, heralds the dawning of a new age. The 

Resurrection of Jesus Christ was the reason, the 

impetus for this new ageða new way of living and 

being in the world as residents and heralds of Godôs 

new creation. Without this event, there would be no 

Christian faith and on its significance, the apostle Paul 

was clear: ñBut if there is no Resurrection of the dead, 

not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not 

been raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also 

is vainò (1 Corinthians 15:13-14).  
 

As Orthodox Christians emerged from worship 

services, looking back on the historical significance of 

the Resurrection, and looking forward to the promise 

of life after death for our eternal future, I wonder if we 

miss the significance of Pascha presentðand the 

significance of the Resurrection of Jesus in our lives 

here and now. If we only associate the Resurrection 

with life after death, something not for this age but for 

a spiritual age to come, we fail to see the Resurrection 

as anything more than a symbolic promise for another 

time. Moreover, if the only significance of Pascha is a 

spiritual metaphor for new life and re-birth in the 

future, this message is just as easily told through 

colored eggs, rabbits and spring flowers. Similarly, if 

we only celebrate the Resurrection as something that 

happened long ago, we fail to do the work of drawing 

conclusions about what Resurrection means for the 

present day.  
 

Godôs raising of Jesus is the sign in history that God 

had begun the work of new creationðnamely, what 

began in the bodily Resurrection of Jesus could now, 

and would now, continue in the present day. As Paul 

writes in Colossians, Jesus is the first born of all 

creation. Thus even now our work in this world is the 

work of Resurrection as we walk with Jesus into the 

consummation of Godôs future. What is done in the 

present is genuinely building for Godôs future. Acts of 

justice and mercy, the creation of beauty and the 

celebration of truth, deeds of love and the creation of 

communities of kindness and forgivenessðthese all 

matter, and they matter forever. Take away the 

Resurrection, and these things are important for the 

present but irrelevant for the future and hence not all 

that important after all even now. Enfolded in this 

vocation to build now, the things that will last into 

Godôs new age, is the vocation to holiness: to the fully 

human life, reflecting the image of God, that is made 

possible by Jesusô victory on the cross and that is 

energized by the Spirit of the risen Jesus present 

within communities and persons.  
 

Indeed, in Paulôs great exposition of the Resurrection 

of Jesus in 1 Corinthians 15, he ends by telling the 

Corinthians, ñTherefore, be steadfast, immovable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing 

that your toil is not in vain in the Lordò (15:58). The 

point of the Resurrection, and why it must remain 

central to our entire Christian experience, is that 

entropy and death do not have the final wordðeither 

for humans or for Godôs creation. Godôs last word is 

Resurrection. And God declares it today. This final 

word gives great hope for our present existence with 

all its pains and struggles. In light of Resurrection, our 

work, our toil, even our blood, sweat, and tears are far 

from in vain. For our present work brings the work of 

God in the past forward, as we live out of the power of 

the Resurrection. Indeed, the historic event of the 

Resurrection coupled with the hope of future 

Resurrection fill our ñtodayò with the fullest of human 

life. 

SAINTS 
COMMEMORATED 

 

TODAY, SUN. APRIL 27th 
 

·Thomas Sunday  

 

·The Holy Hieromartyr 

Symeon, Kinsman of the 
Lord  

 

·Eulogios the Innkeeper 

of Constantinople  

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
We are 4 months into 2014. Please pray and offer 

your time and talent sheet. Submit your pledge 

card or ask an usher for a new one. Our goal is 

$200,000 for 2014! A follow-up letter went out 

to be sure everyone pledges.  

Our Church passes 2 offering trays.  

 The 1st goes towards our Operating Budget, 

the 2nd tray will continue for the new Education Building Fund 

 until paid in Full. 



Praying for You 
²Ŝ ƻũŜǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ YƭƛƴŜΣ !ƭ IǳƴǘŜǊΣ {ǳǎŀƴ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƻŘƻǳƭƻǳΣ IŜƭŜƴ wƻƎŜǊǎΣ 9ƭŀƛƴŜ /ƘŀƪƻƴŀǎΣ 5ƛƳƛǘǊŀ ±ŀǎƛƭŀƪƻǎΣ ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŜ [ƛȊŀǎΣ  WƻƘƴ YƻƴǝƴƻǎΣ [ƻǳƛǎ 
9ƊƛƳΣ {ǘŜƭƭŀ 5ŜƳƻǎǘƘŜƴƛǎ ϧ aŀǊȅ YŜƴŘǊƛŎƪΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǝŦȅ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƭƛǎǘΦ ноф-пум-нлфф 

 

HELLENIC-AMERICAN SOCIAL CLUB     

A day trip on the Big “M” is scheduled for Thursday, April 
24th.  The cost is $15 per person which will include the boat 
trip and lunch.  This is a special group price arranged by 
Chairpersons John & Amelia Pappas.  For reservations and 
information, contact John or Amelia at 590-6115. 
  

Our final meeting for this season is scheduled for May 
13th at the Perkins Restaurant on Cape Coral Parkway, just 
over the bridge.  This meeting will be “for members only” 
who will be treated to drinks and dessert by the Club. 
  

Xristos Anesti to all our members and parishioners. 
 

LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY  
*April 27th we will be having our monthly bake sale. 
*April 28th General Meeting "speaker to be announced" 
Your hostess for May will be Barb and Peggy. Please lend a 
hand to these ladies by cleaning your table or helping serve. 
This is very much appreciated. Thank you. 
 

DON'T MISS OUT ON 
YOUR CHANCE TO WIN 
$2K CASH OR $2K TRAVEL 
CERTIFICATE FROM A 
LOCAL TRAVEL 
AGENCY. PLEASE SEE 
JOAN SIMON at 201-826-
8991 OR AN LPS REPRESENTATIVE FOR YOUR $25 
DONATION TOWARDS A TICKET PURCHASE TODAY. 
WINNER TO BE ANNOUNCED IN CHURCH ON SUNDAY, 
JUNE 15TH.  WINNER NEED NOT BE PRESENT TO WIN.  
 

The Fort Myers Ladies' Philoptochos Society is pleased to 
announce that it will be awarding TWO $500 Scholarships 
this year.  The Applicant: 
 

 ϝaǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ-ǝƳŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ  
    ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜκ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Cŀƭƭ нлмп  
    {ŜƳŜǎǘŜǊΦ 
 

ϝ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ a¦{¢ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀƛŘ !Dh/ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ  
    ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ 
 

 ϝ!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ϧ 9ǎǎŀȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ  
   ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ŀƴȅ ǝƳŜ ŀƊŜǊ aŀǊŎƘ омǎǘΦ  !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ϧ  
   9ǎǎŀȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ  
   ƻŶŎŜ ƻƴ ƻǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ aŀȅ мǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉƭŀƛƴ Ƴŀƴƛƭŀ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜΣ  
   ǎŜŀƭŜŘ ϧ ƳŀǊƪŜŘΥ Ϧ[t{ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦϦ 
 

 ϝ²ƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘόǎύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ŀ  
    {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ όŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘύΦ  
 

Don't delay!  Apply for your LPS Scholarship, today! 

 

NEW PARISH PROCEDURES 
Effective April 1st, before you come to the Parish Office in 
order to speak with our Parish Secretary, Kelsie, you must 
make an appointment with her for a specific day and time.  
This is also the same for Ministry leaders who wish to have 
Kelsie do something for their particular Ministry.  It would 
be more beneficial if Ministry leaders would email or call for 
whatever they would like Kelsie to do for them.  Remember, 
even if you speak with Kelsie about something, it does not 
mean she will be able to fulfill your request immediately.  
You also may not be able to meet with her if she has other 
priorities to complete.  Please understand that Kelsie has 
numerous priorities to complete each week and then, if able 
will fulfill other requests by individuals or Ministries.  The 
preferred method for Ministries’ is that the Ministry 
responsible person give Kelsie the already prepared 
information so she completes the task at hand.  If you just 
simply stop by the Parish Office and want to speak with 
Kelsie, you may not be able to or may have to wait until an 
appropriate time. We ask for your understanding.  Do not 
call her cell phone.           
 

COME GET YOUR SLICE OF PIZZA TODAY!!!! 

Altar Boys are sponsoring a Pizza Deal to help with 
new Building during Fellowship Hour TODAY!!!!   
Slice of pizza - $2 όǎŀǳǎŀƎŜΣ ǇŜǇǇŜǊƻƴƛΣ ƻǊ ŎƘŜŜǎŜύ    Soda $1  
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL DATES: 
“Building Your Faith” is this years theme. Dates are June 
16th– June 19th. 

BELOW ARE SOME GENTLE REMINDERS 
ABOUT CHURCH ETIQUETTE & TRADITION 

We should offer Christ our “Sunday best,” every single day 
of the week, both in conduct and dress. This is our Lords 
house 24/7 and the respect we show should never change 
from one day to the next. We should always dress neatly 
and modestly, not only on Sundays. Shoulders and chest 
areas should be covered, and discretion used concerning 
skirt lengths, appropriately fitting clothes,  excessive make-
up and jewelry.  
 

Along with fasting before church (from both food and 
improper speech), gum is a no-no during services, and in 
fact, gum should not be used several hours after receiving 
Holy Communion. Although toddlers and infants may need 
to drink, eating is to be discouraged.  
 

Please blot lip-stick before venerating Icons and receiving 
Holy Communion.   


